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Orange Grove
Context & History
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Historic Context
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Orange Grove Boulevard was created to serve Pasadena’s citrus groves.



Homes

• This section of Orange Grove Blvd. is the living room for 672 homes
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• Notable residential architecture & historic neighborhoods create a 
unique identity 



Schools and Churches

Assumption School/Church Norma Coombs Elementary
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Viña Vieja / Dog Park

Gwinn Park

Sunnyslope Park
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Parks



Nearby Schools & Parks

Victory ParkPasadena High School

Jefferson Elementary MacDonald Park Marshall Fundamental

8



9

Role as an Important Travel Corridor 



Orange Grove
Existing Conditions
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Speed Limit Considerations

• Current speed limit is 40 mph , T-second highest in City 
(New York Dr., tied with Sierra Madre Bl.)

• California law prohibits cities from setting their own speed 
limits on major streets in order to avoid speed traps

• Limits must be set at the 85th percentile speed or they 
cannot be reasonably enforced

• Various bills have been floated at the state level to reform 
this process, but none have passed
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Speeds at Schools
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Collisions Statistics
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Comparison of Collision Rates
On Streets with Similar Volumes
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Speeds & Fatal Accidents
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Collisions by Type of Vehicle
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Collision Types
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Resident Survey 

Q1. How would you describe your quality of life as a resident of 
Orange Grove Boulevard with regard to traffic?
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Resident Survey 
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Resident Survey 
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Orange Grove
Potential Reconfiguration
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Project Goals

1. Improve the street environment for residents, schools and 
parks by calming traffic 

2. Reduce the number and severity of traffic collisions along 
Orange Grove Boulevard

3. Celebrate the history of Orange Grove Boulevard as a 
special, iconic Pasadena street
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Design Assumptions

1. Single-family homeowners should be spared from 40+ 
mph speeds on their streets.

2. Traffic diversion to other roads should be minimized, and 
no traffic should be encouraged to divert to adjacent local 
streets.

3. Children and teenagers should have safe walking and 
biking routes to school, both on Orange Grove Blvd. and 
on neighboring streets.
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Design Assumptions

4. The safety of road users (drivers, pedestrians, cyclists) 
should be prioritized over travel speed, both on Orange 
Grove Blvd. and on neighboring streets.

5. Travel time for drivers may increase slightly, but should not 
suffer major increases.

6. Orange Grove’s history and culture should be celebrated.
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At Sierra Bonita Ave. - Before
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At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After

35



Visually narrower street 
slows cars

At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After
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One through lane 
means no weaving 

or passing to 
speed

At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After
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Bicycle lane 
separated from 
traffic by buffer

At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After
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Sight lines from 
driveways are 

improved for driving 
or backing out

At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After
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Pedestrian crossing distance reduced greatly

At Sierra Bonita Ave. - After
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At Canyon Wash Ave. - Before



At Canyon Wash Ave. - After



Separated left turn 
lane for turning off 
of Orange Grove

At Canyon Wash Ave. - After



Two way left turn 
lane to turn in and 

out of dog park

At Canyon Wash Ave. - After



Dashed green 
lines indicate area 
cars may cross to 
make right turns

At Canyon Wash Ave. - After



At Hill Ave. - Before
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At Hill Ave. - After
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Drivers can make 
a right turn without 

interfering with 
bike lane

At Hill Ave. - After
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Left turns are 
made across just 
one traffic lane

At Hill Ave. - After
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Altadena to Sierra Madre - Before
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Altadena to Sierra Madre - After
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Resident Survey
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Traffic Analysis4
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Intersection Delays – A.M.
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Intersection Delays – P.M.
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Travel Times
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Lake Avenue to Sierra Madre Villa (2.9 mi)



Traffic Diversion Factors
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Traffic Volumes of Similar Streets
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South Marengo Photo

South Marengo Ave.

Average Daily Traffic = 14,800 cars

Collision rate reduced by 58% 59



South Los Robles Ave.

Average Daily Traffic = 16,000 cars

Collision rate reduced by 59% 60



East Cordova St.

Average Daily Traffic = 11,000 cars

Collisions reduced by 30% 61



Traffic Volumes of Similar Streets
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Vista Del Mar (Playa Del Rey)

Average Daily Traffic = 30,000 cars

Collisions increased
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FHWA Guidance on Reconfigurations

• Evaluation of six rigorously conducted academic 
studies comparing before and after data for 
between eight and 450 reconfigurations each

• Collision reductions of 19-47%

• Improved mobility and access by all road users

• Integration of the roadway into surrounding uses 
that result in an enhanced quality of life

• Varied state and local guidelines on maximum 
volumes
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